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Dear Parents and Carers,
We have had a busy half term. It does not 
seem so many weeks ago we were enduring 
the snow and I was wishing you `Merry 
Christmas'.

We have had our ®rst visit this term, from 
Ofsted, on the 9th and 10th of February. This 
was not a full Ofsted inspection, but a 
monitoring visit by Her Majesty's Inspectors 
of schools (HMI) to see how much progress 
we have made since opening in September 
2009. Our ®rst full Ofsted inspection will be 
2011-2012.

The two HMIs who carried out the inspection 
were complimentary about the Academy 
and about the way we look after your 
children, the progress we have made and the 
teaching your children receive. They 
celebrated the wide range of opportunities 
your children have had ± from visits to 
Iceland to planned visits to Ghana in the 
autumn. They also celebrated the wide 
range of extra-curricular activities and our 
involvement with the community. The Trust 
(the governors of the Academy) are very 
pleased with the report.

We remain as ambitious as ever in making 
this the best school in the area. To do this we 
need your support in getting your children 
into school every day and on time. Whilst we 

have made great strides in attendance and 
punctuality, it is not as good as I would like 
it to be.

Thank you for your involvement and the 
help you have given myself and my staff in 
what we have achieved so far. If you have 
any suggestions as to how we could do 
better, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Yours faithfully,
Th!r"se Quincey  



Over the next few months we aim to 
interview all the members of our Trust 
so they we can tell you a little more 
about them. We have started with:

Paul Callaghan, Lead Sponsor of 
Red House Academy

Paul is Chairman of Leighton, the North East based 
technology, software, media and communications 
group that he founded. Leighton operates at the 
cutting edge of new technology and currently has 
six companies based in the North East that lead the 
UK in their respective markets: 

· Communicator Corp
(www.communicatorcorp.com) A leading global 
enterprise email management company;

· Leighton (www.leighton.com) The North East's 
largest Digital Consultancy, offering a wide range of 
creative and technical services, designing and 
developing high pro®le digital projects;

· Business Education Publishers (www.bepl.com) A 
long-established publishing company;

· SaleCycle (www. salecycle.com) Developers of 
innovative web-based software for online retailing;

· The WorkCast Corporation (www.workcast.net) A 
leading supplier of online webcasting solutions and 
services;

· Software Nation (www.softwarenation.co.uk) A 
software development company offering bespoke 
business software solutions across all industry 
sectors.

He was born in Sunderland and grew up in Leighton 
Road and now lives in Ashbrooke. He was educated 
at St Mary's and St Aidan's schools and began his 
career as a research economist in Gateshead. With 
a ®rst degree in Economics from the London School 
of Economics, a Masters degree in Management 
and Education from Newcastle University and a 
further Masters degree in Finance and Economics 
from the University of Salford. He is the author or 
editor of 16 books and numerous articles on 
business and IT. Featured as one of the `Passionate 
People' in ONE North East's award-winning 
Regional Image campaign `Passionate People, 
Passionate Places', he is genuinely passionate 
about helping the North East region to grow and 
prosper. He believes that this is only possible by 
extending education, developing a talented and 
well-educated population and nurturing and 
encouraging entrepreneurs and business.

On the 1st of February 2011 the Press Pack went to 
The Leighton Group to interview Mr Callaghan. We 
went into the Boardroom and sat  with him to   ask 
him a few questions.

How many industries have you worked for?

Mr Callaghan replied: Well for starters my ®rst job 
was as an Economist. Later I then became a 
Lecturer and started to write books on business.  
After that I became a publisher for 10 ± 11 years 
with books mostly on education. This was before 
the Internet really got going. I then set up an IT 
business company and called it Leighton after the 
street where my Mum lives.  So the total number of 
industries I have worked for is four.

Do you sponsor any other Schools?

Mr Callaghan replied: Yes I do. I am linked with a 
school in Ghana, West Africa. I am also linked with 
a Health Centre in Rwanda, East Africa.

Do you love your job?

Mr Callaghan replied: I absolutely love my job and I 
work with some amazing people, both here, at One 
North East and at Red House Academy.

I am very comfortable with my job and where I 
work.  This is a good place to concentrate and work 
hard and my colleagues are also cooperative. I am 



proud of Red House Academy and the way it has 
developed over the past year. 

How have you helped the Academy?

In 2004 I was having Christmas dinner at Durham 
Country Cricket club when the club leader asked me 
to help them try and build schools in Sunderland. I 
wanted to help learning for children in Sunderland 
so I said I would get involved. 

I think the staff are great and Dr. Quincey is an 
amazing head teacher. They work very hard for the 
children's learning and to keep the academy clean.

Other Information: Mr Callaghan is working on a 
book called ªMy Sunderlandº with Niall Quinn 
(Sunderland Chairman).

Is it hard to be who you are, and why?

Mr Callaghan: As I got older I struggled even more, 
but every day I get up with the slight sense of 
nerves but I face my fear and do what I have to do.  
I also get the slightest bit of nerves when I post 
important letters in case they don't get to the 
destination on time or they get lost in the post.

All members of the Press Pack

Fundraising
Just to say a great big thank you to everyone who 
has supported our fundraising events, either by 
selling raf¯e tickets, festive friends, sweets, 
donating prizes, cooking and just being so generous 
with your support. We have raised the following in 
the month of December alone:

Macmillan Cancer Research £75.00

Breast Cancer £100.00

St Benedict©s Hospice £100.00

Sunderland Young Homeless £460.00

Children in Need £65.00

Lorraine Humble

Attendance and Punctuality

Student attendance and punctuality from 
September until the Christmas holiday was 
exceptionally good and this has resulted in 52 
students across KS3 and KS4 being taken on an 
afternoon of bowling in Sunderland on the 15th 
February.  

There continues to be a marked improvement of 
punctuality and attendance and the rigorous 
monitoring of this means that we will continue to 
see a decline in student absence and lateness.  The 
parents of Rebecca Davison of Key Stage 3 and 
Shaunie Unsworth of Key Stage 4 each won £100.00 
worth of vouchers and the girls themselves won 
£25.00 worth of vouchers, just for having 100% 
attendance! Mrs Smith

ICT - Year 10 Computing Day 
Ten Year 10 students attended the School of 
Computing, Engineering and Information Sciences' 



Year 10 Computing Day at Northumbria University 
on 8th December 2010.  The young people were 
introduced to programs including Computer 
Science, Computer Forensics, Ethical Hacking, 
Computer Animation and Web Design and 
Development.  After lunch they were given a tour of 
the School's facilities and the University.  The 
students had an excellent day and some have 
expressed an interest in pursuing a career in 
computers as a result of the visit. 

ICT/Business ± Year 8 
Community Leaders Project
In December 2010, 25 Year 8 students involved in 
the Community Leaders Project attended an 
Enterprise Day at the Bethany Centre, Houghton le 
Spring.  The students were tasked with designing 
and marketing a product for which they were 
judged.  Unfortunately our students were not 
successful on this occasion, however, they will have 
many more opportunities to demonstrate their 
entrepreneur skills over the coming year, when they 
will participate in various activities and events.  The 
purpose of the project is to fund raise for a charity 
of their choice.  The students unanimously agreed 
to support Grace House, which is planned for 
Southwick, and have shown enthusiasm and 
commitment since becoming involved.  Well done!

Mrs Mould

The presentation ceremony 

On Tuesday the 14th December our congratulatory 
ceremony took place at Sunderland University, in 
the Tom Cowie lecture theatre to honour many 
students, both past and present, for their 
examination achievements, good behaviour and 
hard work.

They were brought out in groups to be 
congratulated by our guests, the Sunderland 
football star, Nedum Onuoha and our lead sponsor, 
Mr Paul Callaghan.

The ®rst awards were certi®cates and prizes for the 
year 11 students who left us in the summer. The 
next awards were very special ones. They included 
the Michal Tench award for leadership, which went 
to David Crone. A further award was for Principal's 
Award which went to James Redford . The ®nal 
award was the Robbie  Robertson Award for 
contribution to the Academy ethos and values 
This award went to Andrew Southam.

This really was a great evening and it was good 
that so many parents and students could attend.

When will you get an award?

Matthew Potts ± Press Pack

What it is like to be in the 
Christmas concert.
I performed at the 2010 Red House Academy (RHA) 
Christmas Concert as part of the RHA BTEC Music 
class who performed `Twist And Shout' by `The 
Beatles', I am also a part of the Academy's very own 
band who performed `Molly's Chambers' by Kings 
Of Leon, and ®nally I am a member of the band ̀ Red  
Tuesday' who were set up by ®ve friends who go to 
school at Red House but the band is an out of 
school project. `Red Tuesday' performed two songs 
instead of just one and the songs were `Hate To Say 
I Told You So' by `The Hives' and `When The Sun 
Goes Down' by `Arctic Monkeys'.

It is complicated being part of a band (or bands in 
my case) and for me the hardest part of it is 
keeping everyone happy and content in the band. 
It is also dif®cult and frustrating trying to decide 
which song to play because one member might 
disagree with the song or they might have 
dif®culties playing the song.

When we were rehearsing for the Christmas concert 
we must have played each song about seven times 
each and I was really tired by the end, but the band 
and I really enjoy rehearsing because it is fun and 
enjoyable. It also brings us closer together as we 
are not only just a band but as friends as well.

Before the concert I wasn't really nervous as I had 
preformed about 5 times before so as we went on to 
perform our ®rst song of the night `Twist And 



Shout', we had no nerves what so ever to be honest. 
The time came later in the show when we had to 
close the ®rst half of the show with `When The Sun 
Goes Down' and for those of you who know the song 
I'm sure you will agree it is a very hard song to play 
and I had never performed that song before. The 
song went ok but I did think I messed up a little bit 
but still the night went on and we got even closer to 
our ®nal songs of the night, We went on to play 
`Hate To Say I Told You So' and `Mollys Cambers' and 
even though we had never played these songs 
before I knew that they would be ok as they were 
brilliant in rehearsals. We played the last two songs 
of the night and they were brilliant. 

The night was a success and the band and I really 
enjoyed it. If it wasn't for Miss Tindall being 
employed by the Academy then we may never have 
had any of the opportunities that we have had. For 
example in year 8 of the old school I would never 
have thought I would be performing in front of 
crowds in a band with my friends, having a really 
great time.

I think that if you ever have the opportunity to do 
what I am doing, then give it a go because it is a 
really great experience.    

 Thomas Spence - Press Pack and band member

The Christmas Concert ± as I 
watch from the audience
Miss Tindall introduces the ®rst act, `Young Sound' 
who won an award. This was an impressive ®rst 
song and excellent start to the concert!

Red House Youth Theatre were in the ®nal at a 
competition; what a con®dent performance with 
inspiring solos during the song. 

`Last Christmas' - four people using one drum kit. 
There are four guitarists in a group playing `Cringle 
Bells.' The same group of year 7 pupils then play 
`Silent Night'. They all take instrument lessons in 
our school. 

Next a different year 7 group play `Rudolph' and the 
audience sing along with the guitar beat. A year 8 
student plays a classical piece on the piano; 
talented performance. A year 10 student plays `The 
Greatest Love Song of All', with an excellent and 
outstanding solo. The Community Choir sing `When 
a child is born' and `I walked to the end of the road', 
with a full choir effect and great solos during the 
songs. 

The Red House Youth Theatre perform a dance to 
`We are Golden' which ®lls the audience with 
excitement. The next act is called `Red Tuesday', 
named such because their work books are red on 
Tuesdays! They play `When the sun goes down'. 

The PE department puts a string of gymnastic 
performances together with pupils from years 3-10, 
to music including `I like' and `California girls'. A 
year 7 pupil instructs the rest of the class; inspiring. 

The guitar band performs `Rocking Robin' and 
`Seven Nation Army'. Another guitar group play 
some classical music. A year 10 guitar group play 
their version of `War is Over', a legendary song. The 
Community Choir sings `12 days of Red House'.

What a smashing end to a great show!!

Adam Ramsay ± Press Pack

The Boxing Day Dip
The temperature was pushing -3 when the Red 
House 7 emerged from the Seaburn Centre, along 
with 1,000 other hardy souls, to take the plunge in 
the North Sea on Boxing Day. 

Katie Braid, Jade Tansey, Steph Daley and Mr 
Newman had turned blue with cold- or was that 
part of their Smurf fancy dress? Dillon Lloyd and 
Michael Taylor sported morph suits while Miss 
Nelson carried off a Christmassy theme.

Everyone survived the ordeal and we are hoping to 
raise upwards of £200, to be split between Burma 
Education Partnership (supporting education 
among refugees from Burma) and Cancer Research 
UK.

Mr Newman

Boxing Day Dip -Interview with 
Miss Nelson
We interviewed those that took part in the Boxing 
Day Dip. They had lots to say about the event and 
what their hopes were for the next time this event 
happened 

Miss Nelson said `This was a sponsored event which 
5 pupils and myself and Mr Newman dressed up as 
Smurfs and Morphs on Boxing Day. We all ran into 
the sea at Seaburn. We did this to try and raise 
money for various charities. The year 10 pupils who 
took part were Michael Taylor, Dylan Lloyd, Jade 
Tansey, Steph Daley and Katy Brade. 



It was -2.5 degrees and we were still happy to take 
part. We had a funny day and all had a good laugh.

At the end of the day we raised £300 for our chosen 
charities which were Cancer Research and Burma 
Education Partnership. I also hope that in the future 
that when we do this event next year that we get 
more pupils involved with us to try and raise more 
money for the charities.'

Lewis Lister and Danielle Warwick± Press Pack

Sadly there are no photos to accompany this article 
± the Smurfs claim they were too busy trying to 
keep warm!

Amnesty International©s 
Greetings Card Campaign
The school took part in Amnesty International©s 
Greetings Card Campaign before Christmas. 
Students were invited to send cards to victims of 
human rights abuses. The four cases in this year©s 
campaign came from El Salvador, Iraq, China and 
Azerbaijan. 

£5 vouchers were awarded for the best cards to 
Adam Ramsey, Jack Fairley and Mica Anderson. To 
show that these cards have an impact, one of last 
year©s cases was released from prison in 2010: he©d 
been framed for murder because of his 
campaigning work in Mexico.

Mr Newman

Lion Heart Challenge 

This was held on Wednesday the 26th of January 
and was organised by Mrs Searle.

Mrs Pamela Caudwell is the regional programme 

manager. The Lion Heart Challenge is about young 
people working on their ®nance, teamwork and 
marketing skills.

Mrs Caudwell introduced to the groups her team of 
business professionals. Students were working on 
their ®nance and business tasks, helping to 
develop their engineering skills. (Leadership, 
teamwork, communication and problem solving 
skills) All of the teams were expected to co-operate.

The key targets for the tasks were:

·  Product or service

·  Innovation and potential.

·  Finance.

·  Pricing policy, pro®t and loss accountant,   
   break-even point, and balance sheet.

·  Marketing.

·  Product USP's, promotions mix, place and
   environmental impact.

·  Team skills - identi®cation, task allocation, time
    management, delegation, problem solving and
    team work.

There were Key category awards to be competed 
for:

·  best ®nal package

·  most affective team

·  best ®nal presentation

·  best marketing plan

·  the overall champion.

At the end, they groups had to present their 
business plan to everyone, and then the judges had 
to pick their winning team.



The team with the best product and prophet won! 
The winning team members were:-

·  Samantha Foster (9)

·  Katie Smith (9)

·  Kaitlyn Guthrie (9)

·  Callum Burdis (9)

·  John McDade (9)

·  Natalie Davison (10)

·  Shelley Ward (10)

·  Lewis Robson (10)

·  Ashleigh Doughty (10)

Danielle Warwick and Natasha Knowles ±
Press Pack

What the Community Police are 
all about.
We interviewed the community support of®cers 
Lisa Watson and Dave Corner who patrol our 
neighbourhood to make sure that our community is 
behaving well.

David and Lisa start their day in the team room 
getting their uniform ready and making sure they 
have everything they need, Then they go down to 
the brie®ng room where they are told which area 
they will be patrolling and what's going on around 
the area, so they can supervise groups of people or 
any problems around the area.

Lisa and Dave patrol round the areas Witherwack 
and Red House.  They have 9 to 10 hour shifts and 
they get a 45 minute break at dinner time. If Lisa 
and Dave see you drinking on the street they have 
the power to take the drink from you and they can 
also take your name and send you home. If they 
see anything that is against the law or what could 
hurt you they can de®nitely do something about it.

Caitlin Carter and Bobbie Donkin ± Press Pack

Chinese New Year
We interviewed Miss Humphries about the Chinese 
New Year week she has organised in school. Our 
school is linked with Harbin Middle School 113. 
During the week beginning the 31st January we will 
be having Chinese style lessons and also having a 
Chinese style dinner. The school prefects will be 
selling fortune cookies and Chinese lucky sweets. 
There will be Chinese music played throughout the 
day. 

It is to celebrate the year of the rabbit. The 
enrichment science club will be releasing Chinese 
lanterns and the cooking club are making a Chinese 
stir-fry. There is a Chinese student ambassador 
coming into school on Friday to teach 60 year 7 
children how to speak Mandarin. The 30 pupils that 
sent letters to Harbin Middle School 113 will be 
getting a reply from the school.

Danielle Warwick and Natasha Knowles ± 
Press Pack

Red House meets St Peters
On the 2nd February 2011 Red House Academy 
Press Pack visited St Peters Sixth form College to 
work with the media studies class and their teacher 
Helen Wilson. We were told to pair up with some of 
the students from the Sixth form College as part of 
a task that we would be doing. Once we were paired 
up we were asked to interview our partner from the 
college. My partner was Sophie who had recently 
gone to Monkwearmouth Comprehensive before 
joining St Peters.

I asked Sophie if it was easy making new friends 
and ®tting in at college. She replied ªYou wouldn't 
think it but it is. I mean you're all in the same 
position really, no one really knows what anyone 
else is like, what their personality is like or what 
interests they had so really all you can do was be 
friendlyº. She told me that the worst part of leaving 
school is all the lessons, friends and members of 
staff that you get along with, leaving them behind. 
I asked her what made her come into media. She 
told me ªI really wanted to go into journalism but I 
didn't have the grades, and then someone 
suggested I take media studies as it would help get 
me in.



After the interviews were over all the groups were 
assigned a task. The task was to create a magazine 
cover for an article on college life. We were given a 
camera and 20 minutes to walk around the college 
district and get some photos taken for our front 
cover.

Finally, after we had taken the pictures we went 
back to the media room to create our covers. We 
had to use the software Photoshop to get the 
pictures and text on the way we wanted. Although 
we have used Photoshop before the college 
students showed us a few more tricks on the 
software which helps with the way it was presented. 
Helen then told us that if we would like that we may 
do some more work with them and some others and 
she hopes we enjoyed our time in the college, but 
before we go we had to all get a big group photo, 
Then it was back to Red House. 

Thomas Spence ± Press Pack

The Rights Respecting School's 
Award.

The Academy has started the process of trying to 
gain the Rights Respecting Schools Award. This 
award is sponsored in the UK by UNICEF and seeks 
to encourage schools to place at the heart of their 
vision the United Nations Convention on the Rights 
of the Child (UNCRC).

A number of schools in our area are seeking the 
award and we have already starting working 
towards it by holding student focus groups to ®nd 
out what we currently do well in relation to the 
standards for the award and what we may have to 
develop further. 

In the next few weeks, we will set up a Steering 
Group involving members of the Academy 
community including students, staff and 

governors. We would also like to involve parents in 
the process so if any parent would like more 
information then please do contact Mr Cooney at 
the Academy to discuss how you could become 
involved.

If you would like to ®nd out more about the award 
then visit the website:
http://www.unicef.org.uk/Education/.

There will be regular updates on our progress in 
forthcoming newsletters so please look out for 
them.

Mr Cooney

France 2011 

During the February half term, 40 pupils will be 
travelling, by coach, to Paris and the Loire for 5 
days. They will be enjoying activities such as 
Disney Land, shopping and Le Chateau Loire, 
complete with a torture chamber, prisons and the 
castle garden, and of course the pupils will have 
countless of opportunities to practice their French 
speaking skills learnt in year 7, 8 and 9.

 Look out for next half terms newsletter where you 
will be able to ®nd the photos and pupil accounts of 
the trip to France.

Miss Parrott

Mathstastic.
On Thursday the 10th of February, students from 
years 7 and 8 went to the  `Centre for Life' in 
Newcastle to do a maths project called Mathstastic. 
First of all we had to sit in a big dome and answer 
some maths questions. There were four rounds. In 
the ®rst round one person from each team had to go 
up and answer questions, only they could answer 
them. The second round was the same, but on the 
third round both teams had to answer questions but 
as a team not one person. Then the fourth round 
only one person had to go up and answer the ®nal 
question. Team one won.

After that we were split into another set of groups, 
year 7 and year 8. First, we had to go round and 
answer puzzles, like physical puzzles and mental 
puzzles. After that we went on a short trail around 
the `Centre for Life', trying to ®nd the answers to our 
questions.

Finally we came home.

Natasha Knowles and Adam Ramsay
 - Press Pack


