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Dear Parents and Carers,

As a relatively new school we still get a 
lot of visitors to the Academy, who come 
on Academy business and request a look 
around, or who come to see a newly 
designed school in action. The comment 
we always receive is about the calmness 
of the school, whether it is during 
teaching sessions, crossover of lessons or 
students returning from lunch or break. 

It is always a pleasure to receive such 
comments, but I am often at a loss to 
understand why the expectation should 
be otherwise. Your children come to this 
school to learn and we have very high 
expectations in terms of their behaviour. 
Nevertheless, you should be proud of 
what they have achieved in the Academy 
and the way they look after the fabric of 
the building. You should also be proud (as 
I am) of the number of compliments we 
receive from visitors about how polite 
and well-mannered  your children are 
and how they behave when they go out of 
school to represent the Academy. It is 
always lovely to hear!

We are fast approaching the examination 
season. Please make sure your children 

are well-prepared for their examinations, 
that they come in early and are well 
equipped. Please do not take your 
children out of school for holidays during 
this season and ensure they get into 
school on time everyday to get the most 
out of their learning.

I hope you have an enjoyable holiday 
with your children at home. 

Happy Easter.

Th"r#se Quincey  



The Press Pack plans to interview all the members 
of the Academy's Trust over the next few months, so 
that we can learn a little more about each one of 
them. 

This half term, on March 22nd, we visited the Media 
Centre at Sunderland University, where we were 
shown round the television studio, where we had 
the opportunity to broadcast live on their radio 
station (sparksunderland.com) and where  we  then 
met and interviewed Professor Fidler, Pro Vice 
Chancellor of Sunderland University.

Professor Fidler
Professor Fidler was born and went to school in 
Oldham, Manchester. He went to university in 
Oxford to the School of Architecture.
His professorship is in town planning. 

He loves his job at the university and he loves this 
city. He particularly likes  the fact that all of us are 
working together to get everything connected, from 
primary school to the university.

We asked, ªHow did you get involved with the 
Trust?º

He answered- 
ºI was invited to a meeting with Paul Callaghan 
where we were asked to be involved. We both 
decided we wanted to be involved and so got stuck 
in. When we were told which schools we could be 
helping and were asked which one we wanted to be 
part of, we both chose Red House Academy. As soon 
as we had made that decision we came to the old 
Hylton Red House Comprehensive to look around. 
The new school is so much better as it has cleaner 
grounds, better classrooms and up to date 
equipment.º

He claimed that Dr Quincey is very good at getting 
people involved, though he did hint that she twists 

people's arms behind their backs to get things done 
for the Academy!!!!!!

 He said the teachers are great.  He also said, more 
than once, that he is only a young man.

Professor Fidler said he helps our school because he 
likes to help us to improve and to gain a reputation 
as a good school. 

We asked, ªDo you like your job?º

Professor Fidler replied, with an excited, ª YES I love 
my job. The most rewarding part of my job is 
looking forward, then working with and being a 
part of the Trust.º

Professor Fidler's Favourite things are:
Game - football
Music - classical and jazz
Hobbies - reading and travelling 
Book ± `Alice in Sunderland' (non-®ction)
Holiday location - Australia 
Food - steak or pasta
Drink - tea or soda water
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Blossom Day, or Community Day  was an important 
day for the Academy, to make sure that everyone 
knows how well the Academy is linked with our 
local community



Community Day 10th March 2011 
Period 1 (RHAY Centre)

During period 1 the Year 7s came into the Youth 
Centre and made some key rings. The pupils looked 
very interested in this project and loved sharing 
ideas with their friends. The project was run by an 
organization called KRL who had put so  much effort 
into it.

SAFC Foundation

In the Sports Hall two coaches named Giles and 
Aaron set up a speed cage and a target practice wall 
for year 8 students doing PE. The Speed Cage was 
an in¯atable wall which could sense how fast you 
could kick a ball and the target practice was 
basically like a penalty shootout. Year 8 students 
really enjoyed this and hope it will come again.

Circus 

During Period 3 we watched the Circus with the Year 
7s and Year 3s from Southwick Primary .The Circus 
had some very funny acts from original circuses. 
They put a smile on everybody's face as all enjoyed 
the humour and laughter.

Birds Of Prey Flying Display

Students watched as Mr Thirlwell and his friend 
from the Kielder Birds of Prey Centre ¯ew several 

birds such as falcons and hawks around 
DinerMight. Unfortunately the ¯ying display could 
not be done outside as the weather was dull and 
very windy which could have upset some of the 
birds.
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The City of Sunderland sings 
USA ®nal.

On Sunday the 13th March, secondary schools and 
primary schools from all over Sunderland were at 
the Sunderland Empire to compete. The dressing 
rooms were where you got changed, even though 
they were very small.  In the rooms you had mirrors 
to put your make-up on and get your hair done 
before the show started. 

When it got to the time to sing, the stage was dark 
and there were red and blue lights shining all over 
it. 

Whilst getting ready to go on stage and whilst we 
started to perform,  we had a wide range of mixed 
emotions; we were exited, nervous, worried and 
shy; we felt amazed by it.

Our school selected two representatives, who had to 
go up on the stage along with the representatives 
from the other schools and if your school won the 
two representatives from that school had to go and 
collect the trophy and a £300 cheque. 
Unfortunately our school didn't win but it's the 
taking part that counts! There were two categories, 
primary winners and the secondary winners. East 
Herrington Primary School won for the primary 
schools and St Robert's Sixth Form won for the 
secondary schools. We come second, but every 
school wins just by getting to the ®nal. We 
performed in front of 2000 people or more and also 
the Mayor and the Mayoress were there watching 
us.    



It was an amazing experience.

Caitlin Carter -Choir and Press Pack member

And just to let you know how others see us, Dr 
Quincey received a smashing letter from 
Christopher Watson. Part of his message was:-

ªIt has been my pleasure to help Miss Tindall and 
the music department over the past few weeks, and 
I am pleased the event at the Sunderland Empire 
went so well!

As a freelance musician I have worked in several 
schools, colleges and universities and must say the 
atmosphere at Red House Academy has been great 
± few of the schools I work with have such a friendly 
atmosphere, and I found the students in the music 
department enthusiastic and a pleasure to work 
with.º 

Academy Sport
There has been much to shout about regarding 
sport within Red House Academy over the past few 
months. Notably, Kieron Scott Year 11, became 
World Champion for his age group in Karate. Lucy 
Mckellar, Year 11, also, was runner up in her 
category at the same tournament. They both 
travelled to Malta to participate and have shown 
that they are excellent role models, not only in the 
Academy but in the community and City also. 
These are two students we can all be extremely 
proud of. Sarah Hepton of Year 10 was also there as 
a representative and this is also a massive 
achievement. 

Dillon Morse Yr11 has recently signed a two year 
contract with Carlisle United.  We wish him every 
success over the next two years and hopefully we 
shall see him on the professional football arena in 
the near future. All of the above students will be 
placed into the Red House Academy Hall of Fame 
for sport.

The Academy has also continued to run several 
football teams from the year groups and there have 
been some mixed results of late as the season 
draws to a close. The pupils involved, however, 
always represent the Academy in a good light and 
are proud to wear the shirt. Hopefully next year we 
will be able to develop the teams we have so that we 
have a chance of winning some silverware either in 
the leagues or cups that we compete in.

BTEC Sport. The Yr 11 group are nearing the end of 
their two year course and they can be very proud of 

the work they have produced over recent weeks. 
This ensures that they will be leaving the Academy 
with the equivalent of 4 GCSEs and is an excellent 
advert for sport.

The Yr10 BTEC group recently participated in a 
sports induction day at Gateshead College. They 
participated in a number of sports throughout the 
afternoon and were given a tour of all the world 
class facilities they have. This was an extremely 
valuable day as they were shown the various 
options sport can give as a career not just that of a 
player.

Mr Bains

Sporting Heroes
On the 15th March 2011 three students from Red 
House Academy, Kieran Scott, Lucy McKellar  and 
Sarah Hepton travelled  to Malta, a small island in 
the Mediterranean, to compete in an International 
Karate Competition. The total number of people 
that took part was 408 from 15 different countries.

Kieran Scott and Lucy McKellar were both in 
different groups for this competition.  Kieran Scott 
was in the 14 ± 15 male category and Lucy McKellar 
was in the 14 ± 15 female category.

At the end of this Karate Competition the results 
were revealed.   Kieran Scott came 1st and Lucy 
McKellar came 2nd. This means that Kieran Scott is 
now a World Champion. Sarah Hepton also 
represented her country with pride.

All feel very proud about their success and about 
representing their country.  They have made this 
Academy so very proud. Their martial arts skills 
proved that they are strong and mighty and so very 
well motivated. Well done!
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Year 9 visit to the Oriental 
Museum, Durham
Following a successful week celebrating Chinese 
New Year, some pupils were selected from the 
geography department to attend a Chinese 
Workshop at the Oriental Museum in Durham. 

Pupils were chosen based on recent homework 
researching the culture and geography of China. 
Pupils had an amazing day, looking at the 
exhibitions, learning fascinating facts and even 
took part in acting out the story of the Chinese 
Zodiac. It was a brilliant day and a great way to 
reward the effort pupils had put into their 
homework.

Fair-trade fortnight, 2011
Red House Academy went totally Fair Trade for two 
weeks (28th February ± 13th March). Pupils worked 
hard in geography lessons learning about the 

campaign surrounding cotton farming and the 
importance of buying fair trade products. Pupils 
designed t-shirt bunting to show their support of 
this important issue, these were displayed around 
the Academy. Throughout the two weeks staff and 
pupils were encouraged to ªshow off your labelsº by 
bringing in the wrappers from fair trade products.

 

As a small part of Fair Trade Fortnight, staff got 
their baking aprons on and created a range of 
cakes, ¯apjacks and sweets, using as many Fair 
Trade ingredients as they possibly could. The 
judging was undertaken by Dr Quincey and Mr 
Cooney and the ®nal winners were

1st Miss Snowdon
2nd Mr Filmer
3rd Miss Donald

International Links



Pupils from 9-2 took part in a photo walk during a 
recent geography lesson. They are designing 
letters, photographs and video reports describing 
life both in Red House Academy and the local area 
to send to a school in Malaysia. This is the ®rst time 
pupils have made links with this school; they are 
looking forward to receiving replies. Miss Muckles, 
who is currently working in the Geography 
Department on this project, said she is pleased with 
the progress the pupils have made. 

Miss Humphries

Year 7 Spelling Bee
On the 23rd March 2011 the year 7 spelling bee took 
place. The American style activity amused 
everyone as they watched the students spell. 

The lucky winner was Kester Field who said, ªWhen 
I won I felt very excited and proud of myself. After 
all, I was in it to win it and it came to me as a 
massive shock. I was proud of the prizes and the 
points that I had earned for Earhart.º 

Kester won a £10 WH Smith Voucher, note pad and a 
stationery set. Kester also said he would like to do 
the Spelling Bee again. 

Miss Nelson also had a few things to say,

 ªI was incredibly impressed by the comradeship 
displayed by both the contestants and the 
audience. Callum Guthrie requested another 
Spelling Bee following the success and I have many 
ideas as how we can make the next one bigger and 
better. It was a pleasure to be involved.º

Lewis Lister ± Academy Press Pack

Shakespeare Vs Alex Pettyfer! 
On Thursday 17th March, the whole of year 9 
enjoyed the chance to bene®t from a cinema trip to 
Cineworld, Boldon, to see `I Am Number Four.'

The trip was designed as part of the Shakespeare 
unit which they are currently studying. The aim of 
the trip was for the pupils to identify with 
Shakespeare's main ideas and themes, which are 
still popular in today's modern media. 

It's not often that a whole year group is taken on a 
visit together; however the behaviour of the pupils 
was excellent. Everyone enjoyed their day and 
returned to school full of popcorn and smiles. 

Following on from the visit, they have worked on 
comparing the ®lm with Shakespeare's, ̀ As You Like 
It' and `Romeo and Juliet.' 

Megan Richardson, year 9, said that she found the 
educational visit very bene®cial as she found the 
plays more accessible this way. 

ªI have often found Shakespeare dif®cult, but by 
comparing the themes with modern ®lms, has 
helped me to understand the many links.º

Cineworld sent me an email after the trip saying 
that, 

ªIt was a pleasure to accommodate Red House 
Academy, and the pupils were very polite and 
respectful.º

After the success, I look forward to organising more 
educational trips.

Miss Nelson

Notre visite en France ! 

During February half term, the Academy took a 



group of year 8 and 9 pupils to France. We visited 
both Paris and the small, typically French village of 
Loches. 

While in Paris we visited both the Eiffel Tower and 
Disneyland. Everyone had an exciting time and 
enjoyed buying souvenirs to remind them of the 
trip.

During our time in the picturesque town of Loches, 
we enjoyed a trip to Chateau 

Loches, which was constructed in the 9th century. 
The pupils really enjoyed ®nding out about the 
history of the castle and the town. 

The pupils had the opportunity to enjoy both the 
French food and language and they really took part 
in understanding the culture.

The pupils' behaviour was impeccable and they 
truly were a credit to the Academy. Their behaviour 
ensured that everyone had an amazing time and 
everyone was able make the most of the cultural 
experience. 

Quotes from pupils:

ªParis has changed my life!º Gavin Addison 

ªIt was mint!º Ryan Fowler and Francesca Marriner

ªI learned how to make the perfect chocolat chaud!º 
Jen Robson

ªIt was a once in a lifetime opportunity for me and I 
was so grateful to be invited!º Alice O'Brien Lawson

ªIt was an amazing opportunity which I'll never ever 
forget!º Caitlin McDowell

ªIt was very interesting to spend some time in the 
world famous, city of love!º Lewis Dawson

ªDisneyland was very exciting and fun! I loved it!º 
Meg Richardson

Jack Macbeth & Anthony Hall

 

Red House Academy joins 
School Report

March 24 2011

For the very ®rst time, this year we took part in the 
BBC News School Report on March 24th.  The whole 
point of the day was to get pupils in Key Stage 3 to 
be interested in news and to learn how to produce 
interesting news items.



It was a busy and pressured day as we had to be 
sure that the work we produced was ready to go on 
line by 2.00pm ± we made it with 15 minutes to 
spare! The whole team worked well, creating 
Academy, local and national and international 
news reports. Some stories, particularly about the 
earthquake in Japan, were changing as the day 
progressed and so had to be regularly updated.

One smashing result of the day was that we now 
have more students interested in joining the Press 
Pack to help us produce our newsletter.  Look for 
their work in future editions.

Many congratulations to those in the Press Pack 
who took part and many thanks to Miss Nelson for 
her support. 

Mrs Moir

School Report ± from the Press Pack 
viewpoint

Taking part in School Report is really good because 
you interview lots of different people and do things 
about news. I joined our Academy's Press Pack after 
Christmas because I thought it was a good thing to 
do and take part in. There are 10 people in our Press 
Pack; we all enjoy it.  We have interviewed students 
at our 6th Form College, we took pictures and it was 
really good. Then we interviewed a Professor Fidler 
at our university and asked him questions. 

 

  

What some of our staff think of School 
Report

Mrs Rodgers said that she thinks that the school 
report is a unique opportunity.  With dramatic 
things happening in the news, it really helps us with 
what we are doing. She thinks that it is really good 
for the school and she thinks that it is really 
professional especially with 1000's of other schools 
taking part. People know more things about what's 
going on in the news and the Press Pack now than 
they did before.

Dr Quincey said it is fantastic and we are getting 
lots of positive reports.  It's very important for 
people to know the news and things that are going 
on around school. She is really proud of all of us. 
She thinks that it is really good for the school and 
she said that it is a great opportunity for our 
students.

Miss Muckles thought that it's great. She thinks 
that by doing this it will help publicise the Academy 
and it will let more people know what going on. It 
also makes us be more of a community and it 
makes us work together more.

It helps you practice your writing skills and it is 
great publicity. Also it gives you a lot of work 
experience for the future. It's a shame that you are 
not videoing the news instead of writing it but it's 
good that you are still getting the publicity you 
need. It is good for people in school and in the 
community to know what is going on in the news. 

The Press Pack

Mr J. O'Brien  -Our First `In House' 
Apprenticeship

Mr O'Brien has achieved a NVQ level 2 in Business 
and Administration which enabled him to become a 
member of Red House Academy of®ce staff. He 
completed his apprenticeship with the Academy 
and is here for at least another year as it took one 
year to complete his course.

He said that whilst working in the school he was 
extremely happy as, 

ªAll the staff have been very supportive and have 
been great to work with.º 

He also felt that they had helped him along the 
way. 

He added that, ªIt was an amazing experience and a 
great challenge.º 

Thomas Spence ± Press Pack



Seven Stories Visit
On 6th April, a group of Year 7 students visited 
`Seven Stories.' This is a literacy based gallery that 
celebrates the world of children's books. We took 
part in a scriptwriting workshop where we had to 
continue a story as well as creating some 
characters of our own. We also learned more about 
the children's author and poet, Michael Rosen. 
There was also a Puf®n book exhibition - it included 
some books that we hadn't read since primary 
school; it brought back some great memories!

We also visited The Hancock Museum, which is also 
in Newcastle. We saw many interesting things 
including stuffed animals, fossils and dinosaur 
bones. The skeleton of the dinosaur reminded me of 
Rex from the ®lm, ªNight at the Museum.º

By Demi Leigh Wate and Kieran Allan

Many thanks to all the staff and students who have 

contributed to this newsletter and to Mr Cullen for 

his artistic skills at creating how the  ®nished 

Newsletter looks on paper and on the web site, and 

to Mrs Preston for double checking the spelling and 

punctuation errors. 

We would love to hear from you, our readers, with 

ideas for other items we could include in future 

editions of the newsletter. Please contact me at 

school.

Thank you for your interest and for reading our 

newsletter.

Mrs Moir


